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Ereedom . —

The Colorado Homeschool Freedom Team (HSFT) is a ministry of CHEC that envisions families honoring Jesus Christ
by embracing home discipleship that is Christ centered, parent directed, and free from government control.
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In 2024, legislation brought some significant cultural changes to Colorado. Colorado was declared a sanctuary
state for “gender-affirming care” by One Colorado, an advocacy organization for LGBTQ+ Coloradans. Our
state began to include “gender-affirming care” in health insurance plans in 2023. Amendment 79 was passed
last November, enshrining the right to abortion into the Colorado Constitution and allowing abortion to be
covered by health insurance. Donald Trump was re-elected to the presidency. Then, something shifted within
the State Democratic Party - it became bold and brazen.

The goal became to codify as much into law as possible surrounding these topics, and a slew of legislation

has followed. Gender Identity on Death Certificates (HB25-1109), the Colorado Anti-Discrimination Act (HB25-
1239), Access to Gender-Affirming Health Care (HB25-1309), Legal Protections for Transgender Individuals
(HB25-1312), and Legally Protected Health Care Activity Protections (SB25-129) - which included both “gender
treatment” and abortions - all passed during this past legislative session. Life legislation included In Vitro
Fertilization Protection (HB25-1259), Emergency Medical Services (SB25-130), and Coverage for Pregnancy-
Related Services (SB25-183). Do not be deceived by innocent-sounding titles; all these bills were aimed at
abortion expansion.

Legislative floor speeches became diatribes against the new administration and the Democratic “duty” to
resist President Trump. A few bills in other topic areas were polarizing, like the trio of anti-gun bills - Semi
Automatic Firearms (SB25-003), Ammunition Sales (HB25-1133), and Gun Show Requirements (HB25-1238)
- the Immigration Status bill (SB25-276), and the Collective Bargaining bill (SB25-005), which Governor Polis
vetoed. These were all hot-button issues this year and meant to be messages to the current administration.
We should expect more of the same next year, with the lack of budget resources as a recurring theme.

God was faithful to us when He blessed the Homeschool Day at the Capitol Rally! We were also able to
partner with other parental rights groups at the rally against HB25-1312, like the pastors behind Fight 1312, the
Colorado Parents Advocacy Network (CPAN), Grandparents for Kids, and Protect Kids Colorado. CHEC took a
bold stand against HB25-1312 and sent out alerts calling for action. The Lord magnified our voices through the
publishing of some of our legislative alerts in the Rocky Mountain Voice. He answered our prayers, and some
of the worst parts of the bill were changed in response to the public outcry.

Homeschooling continues to be attacked across the nation in places like lllinois, Connecticut, Virginia, and
Michigan. We must be prepared for the fight to be brought to Colorado so that we are not caught unprepared.
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Deuteronomy 11:19 instructs parents regarding the commands of the Lord, “You shall
teach them to your children, speaking of them when you sit in your house, when you
walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up.” (NKJV)

HOME EDUCATION

SR25-009 School Choice (Lundeen)

This Senate Resolution would affirm school choice in Colorado
and recognize the roles of students, parents, and teachers in
education. Resolution failed to pass the Senate State,
Veterans, & Military Affairs Committee.

EDUCATION

These bills are representative of laws being passed
in the education space. Understand that these types
of laws can adversely affect homeschool families if
attempts are made to extend them. Including them
also helps families appreciate the risks associated
with accessing public, charter, and BOCES school
programs.

HB25-1135 Communication Devices in
Schools (Lukens, Bradfield, Marchman,
Frizell)

Bill requires public schools to adopt a policy regarding possession
and use of communication devices during the school day. 7his
would apply to any homeschool students that are part of public
schools’ enrichment or co-op programs.

HB25-1149 Comprehensive Black History
and Cultural Education in K-12 (English,
Exum)

Creates Advisory Committee in the Department of Education to
recommend and implement new standards regarding black history
and culture.

HB25-1192 Financial Literacy Graduation
Requirement (Hartsook, Bacon, Bridges,
Frizell)

Bill requires completion of a financial literacy course and
application for federal or state financial aid as a high school
graduation requirement.

HB25-1250 Gun Violence Prevention &
Parents of Students (Hamrick, Duran,
Cutter)

Adds requirement that public schools provide to parents and post
online the Office of Gun Violence Prevention’s materials developed
for this purpose.

HB25-1274 Healthy School Meals for

All Program (Garcia, Michaelson Jenet,
Wallace)

Authorizes two ballot propositions, one to change TABOR and
allow the state to keep the overage from Proposition FF, and two, to
increase taxes on certain filers to pay for the meal program.

SB25-027 Trauma-Iinformed School Safety
Practices (Marchman, Joseph, Gonzalez)
Authorizes the creation of a work group to develop
recommendations on using “trauma-informed practices” regarding
school safety.

SB25-063 Library Resource Decision
Standards for Public Schools (Cutter,
Michaelson Jenet, Garcia, Willford)

Bill requires public schools to create policies regarding removal
of library resources according to the following standards: Removal
request must be made by a parent of current student, resource
cannot be challenged more than every two years, and removal
request is subject to the “Colorado Open Records Act.” This law
effectively doxxes any parent that requests a school library
resource be removed for inappropriate content and is designed
fo discourage these requests.

SB25-143 Extend Prohibition on School
Facial Recognition (Daugherty, Lundeen,
Armagost, Carter)

Regulates the limited use of facial recognition technology in
schools in response to threats.

SB25-178 Colorado K-5 Social & Emotional
Health Pilot Program (Michaelson Jenet,
Gilchrist)

Changes the rules for selecting pilot schools to receive funding to
include student-to-counselor ratio, at-risk students, dropout rate,
graduation rate, and number of diverse students. 7hese rules give
preference to diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) requirements
over basic school needs.

SB25-200 Dyslexia Screening & READ Act
Requirements (Kolker, Mullica, Hamrick,
Soper)

Mandates that public schools develop or adopt a process to screen
and identify students at risk for dyslexia and reading difficulties.



PARENTAL RIGHTS

HCR25-1003 Person’s Rights Related to
Their Children (DeGraaf)

This resolution would have submitted a constitutional amendment
to the voters in the 2026 election that added the inalienable right
of parents to direct the upbringing, education, and care of their
children. CHEC supported this bill. This Bill failed to pass the
House State, Civic, Military & Veteran’s Affairs Committee.

HB25-1251 Parental Consent to Treatment of
a Minor (Bottoms)

Bill would have required parental consent for medical or mental
health treatment of a minor seventeen years old or younger. CHEC
supported this bill. Bill failed to pass the House Health and
Human Services Committee.

HB25-1312 Legal Protections for
Transgender Individuals (Garcia, R. Stewart,
F. Winter, Kolker)

Adds “chosen name” and “gender expression” to the Colorado
Anti-Discrimination Act (CADA) and mandates schools change
dress codes and naming policies to include all names and gender
expressions without parental consent. Allows up to three sex
designation changes on identification documents. 7his bill still
violates parental rights and free speech, and puts religious
liberty at risk. CHEC opposed this bill. Governor Polis signed
this bill on May 16.

SB25-086 Protections for Users of Social
Media (Frizell, Daugherty, Boesenecker,
Hartsook)

Would have required social media platforms to age verify, enforce
penalties for violations of their policies, and comply with search
warrants. Bill passed but was vetoed by Governor and failed
override.

SB25-288 Intimate Digital Depictions
Criminal & Civil Actions (Rodriguez, Titone,
Soper)

Creates a civil action against someone who shares an identifiable
false intimate Al-generated picture of another person without their
consent. Modifies criminal penalties for this action.

LIFE

HB25-1259 In Vitro Fertilization Protection
& Gamete Donation Requirements (Froelich,
Brown, Cutter, Daugherty)

Adds protections for in vitro fertilization donors and eliminates
other requirements. Codifies the right to use, destroy, and donate
gametes and embryos to third parties for research. This legislation
establishes the right to experiment on human embryos for
research.

HB25-1252 Colorado Department of Public
Health & Environment Regulation of
Abortion Clinics (Bottoms)

Bill would have required the Colorado Department of Public Health
and Environment (CDPHE) to license, regulate, and inspect second
and third trimester abortion clinics. This bill may have helped
prevent the death of an 18-year-old receiving a second trimester
abortion at a Fort Collins Planned Parenthood in February of
this year. Sadly, however, it would not have helped the preborn
child. Bill failed to pass the House Health and Human
Services Committee.

SB25-129 Legally Protected Health-Care
Activity Protections (Cutter, F. Winter,
Joseph, McCormick)

Allows doctors to use the health-care practice name in place

of their own name on abortion-inducing prescriptions. Blocks
Colorado from cooperating with out-of-state investigations into
gender or abortion-related procedures and prohibits data collection
on abortions.

SB25-130 Providing Emergency Medical
Services (Gonzales, Weissman, Froelich,
Zokaie)

Requires emergency departments to provide emergency services
including abortion with no exemption for doctors that hold a
sincere religious belief against the procedure. (Ectopic pregnancies
are not abortions, since they result in the death of both the mother
and preborn child.)

SB25-183 Coverage for Pregnancy-Related
Services (Rodriguez, Daugherty, Garcia,
McCluskie)

Mandates abortion coverage in all health plans in Colorado,
including Medicaid, with no citizenship requirement. Expands
definition of “family-planning-related services” to include abortion.
Decreases appropriations to the Department of Health, assuming
savings by “averting births” through abortion. CHEC opposed this
evil bill.

FAMILIES/HEALTHCARE

HB25-1027 Update Disease Control Statutes
(Gilchrist, Brown, Daugherty, Mullica)
Abolishes Governor's Expert Emergency Epidemic Response
Committee (GEEERC) and gives sole authority for public

health emergencies to Governor and the Colorado Department

of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE). Mandates
immunization requirements for schools and colleges to consider
recommendations from various medical groups, including the
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and American Academy of
Pediatrics. Presents centralized power ramifications for another
public health emergency like COVID-19.



HB25-1087 Confidentiality Requirements

Mental Health Support (Armagost, Bird, R. HB25-1239 Colorado Anti-Discrimination
Pelton, Michaelson Jenet) Act (Zokaie, Boesenecker, Daugherty,
Prohibits disclosing confidential information made in the contextof ~ VV€issman) o

a peer support team without consent, unless a threat to themselves ~ Increases penalties for violations to $5,000 per party and

or others is involved. damages for noneconomic loss to $50,000. Remember that
HB25-1312 changed CADA to include ‘chosen name”

SB25-045 Health-Care Payment System and “gender identity.” Compels speech in places of public

‘;‘222";:2 é:l;;chman, McCormick, accommodation regardless of religious conviction.

Requires Colorado School of Public Health to analyze model HB25-1309 Protect Access to Gender-

legislation for implementing a single-payer health system in Affirming Health Care (Brown, Titone,

Colorado. Welcome to the prequel of Universal Health Care in Cutter, Gonzales)

Colorado. Codifies “gender-affirming” health care in statute including
hormone blockers, breast removal, and genital mutilation
procedures for all, including minors. Prohibits health
insurance plans from denying coverage for these procedures.

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY All Coloradans with health care coverage are forced to pay
HB25-1109 Gender Identity Certificate for these procedures. CHEC opposed this bill.
Ssa?lz?:ter; (McCormick, Brown, Weissman, SB25-014 Protecting the Freedom to

Marry (Danielson, Garcia, Titone)
Bill repeals the provision in statute that states marriage is valid
only if it is between one man and one woman.

Directs the Office of Vital Statistics to add a “gender” field to
the death certificate. The gender designation may be changed,
but the death certificate may not reflect that a change has
occurred. This is designed to blur the difference between

GOd'g/Ven blO/Ogy 3,70’ dES/fe and f0fC€S OffiCia/S to deny CHEC did not take a position on all of these bills. They are listed here
. . . . for your information. If you have any questions, please reach out to
personal religious conviction. CHEC’s Director of Government Relations, Colleen Enos, at
Colleen@CHEC.org.

To find more information on these bills, go to the Colorado General Assembly website:

LEG.COLORADO.GOV

' CHEC’S COLORADO HOMESCHOOL FREEDOM TEAM

diligently watches the bills presented in the Colorado Assembly and actively engages in
protecting the rights of Coloradans in the areas of home education, parental rlghts
S nd religious liberty. Join the team: » '

CHEC.org/Freedom

Donate to help the cause forMm in Colorado! CH EC. org

Christian Home Educators of Colorado

CHEC.ORG/DONATE
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YIYLY ] YLY[Y]YYLY]Y]Y]Y

YIYLY ] YLYL[Y]YYLY]Y]Y]Y
YIYL[Y]YIN[Y]Y]YLY]Y]Y]Y

Y |Voted FOR the bill

N |Voted AGAINST the bill

E |Excused from voting

Vv |Vacant office
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NININ]N]Y]NINTYTIN]NT Y] Y]sStory (D)
YIY[Y[Y[Y[Y[Y[Y[E]Y]Y]N]Suckia (R)
NIN[N[N[Y]N]N]Y]N]N] Y] N]Taggart (R)
YIY[E[Y[Y[E[Y[Y]Y]Y]Y]Y]Titone (D)
Y[Y[vY[y[y[yY[y[y[y][y]Y]Y]valdez (D)
N|N|N[N|N[E|N[Y]|N]E]|E]|N]Velasco (D)
NIN[IN[N]Y]N]N]Y]N]N] Y] Y]Weinberg (R)
NIN[N[N]N]NIN]Y]N]NT Y] N]willford (D)
NIN[N[N[N]N]N]Y]N]N]N] N]JWinter, T (R)
YIY[Y[y[y[y[y[y[y[Y]Y]Y]woodrow (D)
N[NININTYININTYINTNT YT Y [Woog (R)
Yy [vy[y[y]y[y[y[y]vy]Y][Y[zokaie (D)

YIYLY ] YLY[Y]Y]Y[Y]Y]Y[N

YIY[Y[Y[Y[Y[Y[Y[Y[Y]Y]Y]Amabile (D)
E[N|N[N|N|N|E|N[N]N[N]|N]Baisley (R)
YY[v[y[y[y[y[y[y][y]Y]v]Ball(D)
YIY[Y[Y[Y[E[Y][Y]Y]Y]Y]N]Bridges (D)
YIY[Y[Y[N]Y[Y][Y]Y]Y]Y]Y]Bright (R)
YIY|Y[Y]Y[Y]Y[Y]E|[Y]Y]Y]Carson(R)
YIY[Y[y[y[y[y[y[y[v]Y]Y]catin (R)
YIY]Y[Y|N[Y]Y[Y]Y]Y]Y]N]Coleman (D)
YIN[N[N[N]N]N]Y][N]N] Y] N]cutter (D)
YIY|]Y[Y]Y[Y]Y[Y]Y]Y]Y]Y]Danielson (D)
YIY|N[N|N[E|N[Y]|N|E]Y]|N]Daugherty (D)

YIY[Y[Y[Y[y[yY[y[y]Y]Y]Y]eExum (D)
NIN[N[N[Y]N]N]Y]IN]N] Y] Y]Frizell (R)
YIY|Y[Y]Y[Y]Y[Y]Y]|E]Y]|Y]Gonzales (D)
N|N|N[N]Y[N|N[Y]|N|N] Y] Y]Hinrichsen (D)
YIY[Y[Y[Y[Y[Y[Y[Y]Y]Y]nN]iodeh (D)
E[N[N]N]N]E[N]Y]N]NT] Y] Y]Kipp (D)
YIY[]Y[Y]Y[Y]Y[Y]Y]Y]Y]N]Kirkmeyer (R)
E[Y[Y]Y]Y[Y[Y[Y[Y]Y]Y]Y]Kolker (D)
YIY[Y[Y[N]Y][Y]Y]Y]Y]Y]Y]Liston (R)

N|N|N[N|N[N|N[N|N[N]|N|N]Lundeen (R)
YIY|Y[Y]Y[Y]Y[Y]Y]Y]Y]Y]Marchman (D)

Y{Y[Y]Y|N]JY[Y[Y[Y[Y]Y]Y]|MichaelsonJenet(D| Y| Y|Y[Y[Y[Y[Y]Y]Y]Y]Y]Y

YIY[N[Y[Y]IN]Y]Y]Y]N] Y] Y]Mullica (D)
YIY[Y[Y[y[y[y[Y[y][y]Y]Y]Pelton, B (R)
YIY[Y[E[Y][Y[Y][Y][Y]Y]Y]Y]Pelton, R(R)
YIY[Y[Y[Y[Y[y[Y[y][Y]Y]Y]Rich (R)

YIY[Y[Y[Y[Y[Y[Y[Y[Y]Y]Y]Roberts (D)
YIY|Y[Y]Y[Y]Y[Y]Y]|]Y]Y]Y]Rodriguez (D)
YIY|N[Y]Y[Y]Y[Y]Y]Y]Y]Y]Simpson (R)
YIN[N[N]Y][N]N]Y]N]N] Y] Y]Snyder (D)
N|N|N[NJY[N|N[Y]|N[N]Y]|N]Sullivan (D)

YIY|Y|Y|Y|[Y[E|Y]Y]Y]Y]|Y]JWallace/JaquezLlewis(] Y| Y|V ]|Y|Y|Y|[Y|Y]|]V]|V]|Y]Y

YIY]Y[Y]Y[Y]Y[Y]Y]Y]Y]Y]Weissman (D)

YIY[Y[Y[Y[yY[y[Y[y[Y]Y]Y]winter, F(D)

YIYLY ] YLYL[Y]YYLY]Y]Y]Y
YIY|IN]JY[Y[Y]Y]Y][Y]Y]Y]Y

YIN|N|N|N|N|NJY|N|NJY[|Y

YIYLY ] YLPYL[Y]Y]YLY]Y]Y]Y
YIYLY]YIN[Y]Y]YLY]Y]Y]Y

Armagost (R)
Bacon (D)

Barron (R)
Bird (D)

Boesenecker (D)
Bottoms (R)

Bradfield (R)
Bradley (R)
Brooks (R)
Brown (D)

Caldwell (R)

Camacho (D)
Carter (D)

Clifford (D)

DeGraaf (R)
Duran (D)
English (D)

Espenoza (D)
Feret (D)

Froelich (D)
Garcia (D)

Garcia Sander (R)

Gilchrist (D)

Gonzalez (R)

Hamrick (D)

Hartsook (R)
Jackson (D)

Johnson (R)
Joseph (D)
Keltie (R)

Lieder (D)

Lindsay (D)

Lindstedt (D)
Luck (R)

Lukens (D)

Mabrey (D)

Marshall (D)

Martinez (D)
Mauro (D)

McCluskie (D)

McCormick (D)
Paschal (D)

Phillips (D)

Pugliese (R)

Richardson (R)
Ricks (D)

Rutinel (D)
Rydin (D)

Sirota (D)
Smith (D)
Soper (R)

Stewart, K (D)

Stewart, R (D)
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