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The Colorado Homeschool Freedom Team is a ministry of CHEC, which envisions families
honoring Jesus Christ by embracing home discipleship that is Christ centered, parent led, and
free from government control. This year, three young women served as interns for the CHFT
and assisted in research and advocacy at the Capitol. They also learned important aspects of
applying a biblical worldview to policy making.

The march toward the total transformation of Colorado continues unabated. The 2023 legislative
session was the worst since the complete takeover by the Democrats in 2019. This report only
touches on the devastation brought about by policies grounded in atheism, environmentalism,
socialism, and the normalization of depravity. For further evaluations of bills, check out
LibertyScorecardCO.us, ColoradoTaxpayer.org, and KevinLundberg.com.

During the recent three-year long pandemic, a magnifying glass was placed on the education
system and parents began to see the truth of what their students were learning. Many bills were
brought to address the poor academic and psychological outcomes in the government schools.
One such bill, HB23-1003 School/ Mental Health Screening, was introduced early in the session.
If passed in its original form, the bill would have violated parental rights by allowing a student
to override a parent’s decision and would neglect to notify parents about any mental health
concerns. Because of the hard work of many and the unmerited favor of the Lord, the bill was
amended to restore parental rights and keep homeschoolers from being drawn into the net of
these mental health screenings. Praise God!

Just before the end of the session, a more insidious bill, SB23-296 Prevent Harassment &
Discrimination in Schools, was introduced and pushed through the legislature. It not only keeps
parents out of the process outlined in the bill, but it serves to eradicate the 1st Amendment in all
public schools by forcing students to comply with state-compelled speech. What will happen to
the right of conscience secured by the 1st Amendment when the generation taught to conform
their beliefs to the state become our leaders? That is where you, brave parents, come in. Teach
your children well so that the liberty given to us by Christ will not die with us!

CHEC.org/Freedom
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C—(EC did not take a position on all of these bills. They are listed here for your
information. If you have any questions, please reach out to CHEC’s Director of Government

Relations Carolyn Martin at Carolyn@CHEC.org.

HOMESCHOOL
According to HSLDA (hslda.org), there were
over forty school choice bills attempting to use
government funding for private homeschools
introduced across the nation this year. CHEC
stands in opposition to any government funding
for homeschoolers. Government money always
comes with some form of government control.

HB23-1079 (DeGraaf) Income Tax Credits
for Nonpublic Education

Parents would have been able to claim an income tax credit if
they removed their child from the public school and, either sent
them to a private school or homeschooled them. Although it was
written to keep any accountability measures out of the bill, it may
have been in violation of the law which now requires government

oversight over all tax credits. Failed in the House Education
Committee.

HB23-1188 (Soper, Rich) Individualized
Learning Schools & Programs

The most concerning bill for private home educators of the
session! In its original form, it read like a treatise of almost every
accountability measure they would like to see for homeschooling
families. For many reasons, including our opposition, the bill

was gutted in committee. Failed to make it to the House floor
for a vote.

ECONOMIC

Many bills impacting the economic stability of
the family were passed in the name of climate
change and the housing crisis. Check out
coloradotaxpayer.org to investigate them.

TABOR, or the Taxpayer Bill of Rights, is the

only thing keeping the growth of government

in Colorado under control. Every year there are
attempts to diminish the power of TABOR to
satisfy the insatiable appetite for the unfettered
growth of government. This year, through the two
bills listed below, the voters are being asked to
decide the future of TABOR.

HB23-1311 (DeGruy Kennedy,
Weissman, Hansen, Hinrichsen)
Identical Temporary TABOR
Refund

The passage of this bill depends on the outcome of the ballot
initiative created in SB23-303. It changes the formula by which
TABOR refunds are distributed to taxpayers — essentially acting
as a redistribution of wealth scheme. Instead of giving those who
actually pay more taxes more of a refund, all monies returned are
distributed “equitably” regardless of how much in taxes you paid.

SB23-303 (Fenberg, Hansen, DeGruy
Kennedy, Weissman) Reduce Property
Taxes & Voter-approved Revenue Change

This bill puts an initiative on the 2023 November ballot. It
temporarily reduces property taxes while asking the people if they
will allow the government to keep their TABOR refunds so the state
can backfill the revenue lost by the counties and cities due to the
decreased property taxes. Meaning, taxpayers are still paying for
those property tax increases.

EDUCATION

HB23-1003 (Michaelson Jenet, Cutter)
School Mental Health Screening

CHEC worked with Representative Evans to get homeschoolers
who use part-time public school programs out of this bill. We also
worked with Senator Smallwood to restore the rights of parents to
direct the care of their own children. The Lord blessed our efforts!
Yet, we remained opposed to the jurisdictional overreach of the
government into the family outlined in this bill. (See front page for
more information on this bill.)

HB23-1098 (Frizell, Bradley, Pelton B)
Women'’s Rights in Athletics

This bill would have preserved the ability of women to compete in
sports against only biological women. Failed in the House State,
Civic, Military, & Veterans Affairs Committee.

HB23-1246 (McCluskie, Pugliese, Buckner,
Will) Support In-demand Career Workforce

Sets aside $43.6 million to provide funding for credentialing
several identified in-demand careers including early childhood
education, law enforcement, firefighting, forestry, construction, and
nursing.



SB23-061 (Marchman, Kolker, Kipp, Lukens)
Eliminate State Assessment in Social
Studies

This bill would have eliminated the state test for social studies
administered in the elementary and secondary public schools.
Failed to make it to the House floor for a vote.

SB23-296 (Winter, Marchman,
Bacon, Herod) Prevent Harassment &
Discrimination in Schools
This bill will make accommodations for students who experience
“unwelcome” physical or verbal conduct, or any written
communication directed toward the student’s perceived or actual
protected class. Only certain students are protected. (See front
page for more.)

GUN RIGHTS

The ability to possess a firearm matters because
it is an unalienable, God-given right enshrined in
the 2nd Amendment. Enabling the government
to determine the validity of this right endangers
all other God-given rights, including the pillars of
home education — religious liberty and parental
rights. The Office of Gun Violence Prevention was
created in the Colorado Department of Public
Health & Environment to curb gun violence in 2021
(HB21-1299). We will continue to see legislation
restricting the Second Amendment as this office

continues its work.

HB23-1219 (Froelich, Amabile, Hansen,
Sullivan) Waiting Period to Deliver a
Firearm

The time period for CBI to return the results of the required
background when purchasing a firearm is extended to a minimum
of three days without an outer limit.

SB23-168 (Jaquez Lewis, Kolker, Mabrey,
Parenti) Gun Violence Victim’s Access to
the Judicial System

Victims harmed by an individual using a firearm can now
sue anyone selling, manufacturing, or distributing a firearm,
ammunition, or various components of firearms.

SB23-169 (Mullica, Danielson, Duran,
Hamrick) Increasing Minimum Age to
Purchase Firearms

The minimum age to possess a firearm is raised to 21 years old
with some exceptions.

SB23-170 (Sullivan, Fenberg, Bacon,
Weissman) Extreme Risk Protection Order
Petitions

The bill expands who can request the removal of a person’s guns
without due process to include mental health professionals,
educators, and district attorneys.

SB23-279 (Fields, Hansen, Boesenecker,
Joseph) Unserialized Firearms & Firearm
Components

Knowingly possessing or selling firearms without a serial number
placed on specific parts of a firearm after January 2024 is unlawiul.
Will by necessity create a state registry.

LIFE

SB23-188 (Gonzales, Jaquez Lewis,
Froelich, Titone) Protections for Accessing
Reproductive Health Care

Colorado is now a sanctuary state for reproductive health care
providers — meaning anyone providing services for abortion and
gender-affirming care. Forces local entities to allow abortion
centers in certain areas. Requires health insurance companies to
cover these services and more.

SB23-189 (Moreno, Cutter, Michaelson Jenet,
Garcia) Increasing Access to Reproductive
Health Care

This bill will require certain insurance providers to cover, free

of charge, care around HIV and STls. Minors can now receive
contraceptive procedures, supplies, or information without parental
consent or notification.

SB23-190 (Winter, Marchman, McCormick,
Epps) Deceptive Trade Practice Pregnancy-
related Services

This bill attempts to silence pregnancy centers by classifying their
advertising as “deceptive.” Makes the dispensing of the abortion
reversal pill illegal. (Note: A lawsuit is in process by a Denver-area
Health Center.)

PARENTAL RIGHTS

HB23-1029 (Bradley, Baisley) Prohibit
COVID-19 Vaccine to Minor Without
Consent

This bill would have required parental informed consent before
a minor received a COVID-19 vaccine and made it a crime to

discriminate against any minor not receiving the vaccine. Failed in
the House Health & Insurance Committee.



HB23-1142 (Pugliese, Kirkmeyer)
Information of Person Reporting Child
Abuse

People reporting child abuse or neglect do not currently have
to provide their information. This bill would have required
they provide their name and contact information restoring the

Constitutional right to face your accuser. Failed to make it to the
House floor for a vote.

HB23-1160 (Evans) Colorado TRAILS
System Requirements

Once an individual is accused of child abuse or neglect, they

are placed into a database called TRAILS which shows up on a
background check. This bill would have outlined a process for the
individual to appeal the decision made by a county department and
enable the removal of an innocent person’s information from the
database. Failed to make it to the House floor for a vote.

HB23-1191 (English, Fields) Prohibit
Corporal Punishment

This bill prohibits the use of corporal punishment in the public school,
child care centers, family child care homes, or specialized group
facilities. Will this policy reach into private family homes in the future?

HCR23-1004 (Bradley) Fundamental Rights
for Parents
This bill would have authorized a ballot initiative amending the

Colorado Constitution to define parental rights as fundamental.
Failed in the House State, Civic, Military, & Veterans Affairs
committee.

OTHER

HB23-1071 (Amabile, Bradfield,
Simpson, Fenberg) Licensed
Psychologist Prescriptive Authority

This bill expands who can prescribe psychotropic drugs to
psychologists after fulfilling certain requirements.

HB23-1135 (Michaelson Jenet, Bird,
Zenzinger, Smallwood) Penalty for
Indecent Exposure in View of Minors

This bill makes it a felony to commit indecent exposure in
view of a minor under 15 years of age if the offender is at
least 18 years old and 4 years older than the child.

HB23-1224 (Brown, Jodeh, Roberts)
Standardized Health Benefit Plans

Colorado is getting closer to getting universal health care for
all. This bill makes changes to the health benefit exchange.

SB23-174 (Kolker, Gardner, Lukens,
Winter T) Access to Certain Behavioral
Health Services

Expands Medicaid mental health services to minors under
21 years old. Services available through school districts are
included.

The advancement and diffusion
of knowledge is the only guardian
of true liberty.

James Madison

To find more information on these bills, go to the Colorado General Assembly website:
LEG.COLORADO.GOV
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Amabile (D)

Armagost (R)
Bacon (D)
Bird (D)

Bockenfeld (R)

Boesenecker (D)
Bottoms (R)

Bradfield (R)

Bradley (R)
Brown (D)

Catlin (R)

Daugherty(D)
DeGraaf (R)

deGruy Kennedy (D)

Dickson (D)
Duran (D)

English (D)
Epps (D)

Evans (R)

Frizell (R)

Froelich (D)
Garcia (D)

Gonzales-Gutierrez (D)

Hamrick (D)
Hartsook (R)
Herod (D)

Holtorf (R)
Jodeh (D)

Joseph (D)
Kipp (D)

Lieder (D)

Lindsay (D)

Lindstedt (D)
Luck (R)

Lukens (D)
Lynch (R)

Mabrey (D)

Marshall (D)
Martinez (D)
Mauro (D)

McCluskie (D)
McCormick (D)
McLachlan (D)

Michaelson Jenet (D)

Ortiz (D)

Parenti (D)

Pugliese (R)
Ricks (D)

Sharbini (D)
Sirota (D)

Snyder (D)
Soper (R)
Story (D)
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