
About the Colorado Homeschool Freedom Team
The Colorado Homeschool Freedom Team is a ministry of CHEC, which envisions families 
honoring Jesus Christ by embracing home discipleship that is Christ centered, parent led, and 
free from government control.

The 2022 legislative session brought more of the “transformational” change that the governor 
and his party boasted about in 2021. We saw more executive branch departments, agencies, and 
programs created while others were expanded. As the administrative state in Colorado grows, an 
increased dependency on government is being inflicted on the citizenry – which always leads to 
a taking away of our freedom. 

This session has been the most active in recent memory as it pertains to bills that included 
homeschoolers in some way. As an increased number of parents pulled their students from the 
public schools due to burdensome restrictions and the revelation of what is being taught, school 
choice became one of the hot topics around the Capitol. Homeschoolers have been swept up 
into the school choice moniker. Home education is much more than just another choice. For 
us as Christian homeschoolers, it is a lifestyle of learning centered around biblical values and 
virtues. In the day and age we live in, the systems built by the government see our choice to raise 
our children in the fear of the Lord as hostile to everything they are building. There were several 
attempts this session to give homeschoolers taxpayer monies in the name of school choice. Any 
money redistributed for education will most certainly come with increased accountability to the 
state. What the government funds, the government controls.

CHEC fought hard this session to keep homeschooling free from government intrusion and 
to uphold parental rights and religious liberty. We are grateful for God’s continued faithful 
protection of the homeschool law, but we know that there will be fiercer battles to fight in the 
future. We hope you will join us in this battle to sustain freedom for future generations!

WWW.CHEC.ORG/FREEDOM

2022 END-OF-SESSION REPORT



HOMESCHOOL
SB22-039 (Lundeen, Kirkmeyer) Funding for 
Educational Opportunities 
Created the HOPE Scholarship Act to use 
taxpayer funds for some students to fund private 
school tuition, homeschool costs, and other 
programs outside the public school system. CHEC 
was able to amend the bill to remove any direct 
ties to the homeschool law and homeschoolers. 
Failed in the Senate Education committee.

SB22-071 (Woodward, Van Beber) Learning 
Pods for Home-School Programs. 
Defined “learning pods” within the nonpublic 
home-based educational program (homeschool) 
law. CHEC helped the sponsor amend the bill to 
make it a better bill, but we remain concerned 
about any bill that opens up the homeschool law 
to scrutiny by lawmakers who oppose parental 
freedom. Failed in the Senate Education 
committee.

HB22-1203 (Hanks) Income Tax Credits for 
Nonpublic Education. 
Established private school and home education 
income tax credit for eligible students as defined 
in the bill (not all private school students or 
homeschoolers would be eligible). The credit 
would have been available to claim for five years 
starting in 2023. CHEC testified in support of tax 
credits for homeschooling families. Failed in the 
House Education committee.

HB22-1207 (Woog) Choice in Low-Performing 
Schools.
Created a program to enable students enrolled 
in a low-performing school district to pursue 
other educational opportunities. CHEC helped 
the sponsor amend the bill to remove language 
that pointed to the homeschool law. Failed in the 
House Education committee.

HB22-1390 (McCluskie, MacLachlan, Zenzinger) 
Public School Finance. 
Annually required bill to fund public schools. In the 
House Education committee, the bill was amended 
to alter the homeschool law for the purpose of 
funding some part-time public-school homeschool 
programs. CHEC worked diligently with HSLDA 
and several legislators in the House and the Senate 
to amend this bill to remove language within the 
homeschool law. Passed.

EDUCATION
SB22-140 (Coleman, McLachlan) Expansion of 
Experiential Learning Opportunities. 
Requires the Department of Labor and 
Employment, in partnership with the Business 
Experiential-Learning Commission and various 
education departments, to provide incentives to 
eligible employers to create high-quality, work-
based learning opportunities for adults and youth. 
Creates multiple programs to lessen perceived 
inequities. Cost to the taxpayers in the first year is 
upwards of $6 million dollars. Passed.

SB22-192 (Zenzinger, Simpson, Esgar, Catlin) 
Opportunities for Credential Attainment. 
Establishes a new program to create opportunities 
for receiving credentials as a part of higher 
education. Still to be determined: Will credentialing 
become the new gateway into the job market? 
What worldview will dominate this market? What 
will the impact on homeschoolers entering the 
workforce be? Passed.

SB22-207 (Winter, Bacon) Prevention of Title IX 
Misconduct in Public School.
In its original form, it required public schools to 
adopt a Title IX policy along with procedures to 
train administrators, teachers, and students. The 
final bill requires the Colorado Department of 
Education (CDE) to contract with a third party to 
conduct a study on how to best implement Title 
IX regulations in public schools. Title IX is a federal 
law and states that, “No person shall, on the basis 
of sex, be excluded from participation in, be denied 
the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination 
under any academic, extracurricular, research, 
occupational training, or other education program 
or activity operated by a recipient which receives 
Federal financial assistance.” Sex traditionally 
meant male and female. After the 2020 Supreme 
Court of the United States’ (SCOTUS) Bostock 
opinion and President Biden’s 2021 Executive Order 
14021, the Department of Education issued a new 
interpretation of “sex” to include gender identity 
and sexual orientation. This study will attempt to 
align state law with this new interpretation. Passed.

CHEC did not take a position on all of these bills. They are listed here for your information. If you 
have any questions, please reach out to CHEC’s Director of Government Relations Carolyn Martin at 
carolyn@chec.org.



HB22-1002 (Weissman, Bacon, Buckner) Fifth 
Year High School Concurrent Enrollment. 
Removes the limit on the number of program 
participants and allows each qualified student 
selected by the enrolling local education provider 
to participate in the program and receive taxpayer-
funded college courses during high school. Failed 
but the bulk of the bill was placed in the School 
Finance Bill (HB22-1390).

HB22-1295 (Sirota, Garnett, Buckner, Fenberg) 
Department of Early Childhood & Universal 
Preschool Program. 
Implements the Colorado Universal Preschool 
Program (UPP) authorized by Proposition EE 
passed by the voters in 2020. Various current 
early childhood programs are moved into the 
Department of Early Childhood. Creates “Social-
Emotional Learning Programs” for parents and 
children, “Family Strengthening Home Visiting 
Programs” for families, a “Kindergarten Readiness 
Online Pilot Program” for preschoolers which 
includes social emotional learning, and so much 
more. Included in this bill is a data tracking system 
for ALL preschool-aged children in Colorado. They 
will be collecting data on long-term outcomes 
which means they will be monitoring children into 
their adulthood. Passed.

HB22-1358 (Sirota, Winter, Fields) Clean Water in 
Schools & Child Care Centers. 
Requires every public school, day care center, and 
family child care home to install water filtration 
systems on their water sources and test the water 
frequently. Cost to the taxpayers in the first year 
will be over $23 million. Passed.

HB22-1366 (Kipp, Bridges) Improving Students’ 
Postsecondary Options. 
Creates programs to increase the number of 
students completing federal and state financial aid 
applications. Passed.

HB22-1376 (Herod, Young, Priola, Winter) 
Supportive Learning Environments for K-12 
Students.
Requires the CDE to centralize school discipline 
data and create reports based on information 
received from school districts and charter schools. 
Also, puts limits around the use of restraints, 
handcuffs, and seclusion rooms when disciplining 
students. Passed.

ELECTIONS
SB22-153 (Fenberg, Lontine) Internal Election 
Security Measures.
Expands offenses & penalties for violating election 
security requirements. Gives extensive oversight 
and control of our elections to the Secretary of 
State, usurping local control. Passed.

HB22-1060 (Sirota, Gonzalez) Contribution Limit 
School District Director Candidate. 
Establishes contribution limits and disclosure 
requirements for school district director 
candidates. Enables special interests to pour more 
money into school board races and limits the 
amount of money given directly to candidates. 
Passed.

HB22-1367 (Lontine, Gray, Winter, Pettersen) 
Updates to Employment Discrimination Laws. 
Repeals the exclusion of domestic workers from 
the definition of “employee” in the Colorado Anti-
Discrimination Act (CADA), extends the time limit 
for filing a charge alleging unfair or discriminatory 
employment practices with the Colorado Civil 
Rights Commission (CCRC), and repeals the 
prohibition against certain damages in cases 
alleging age-based discrimination. All those who 
hire people to do work within their home (nannies, 
babysitters, house cleaners, etc.) will now be 
subject to the onerous CADA. Passed. 

HB22-1397 (Herod, Gonzales-Gutierrez, Moreno) 
Statewide Equity Office.
Creates a statewide equity office in the Department 
of Personnel and Administration to standardize 
training of all state government employees. Passed.

HEALTHCARE
SB22-053 (Sonnenberg, Pelton) Health Facility 
Visitation During Pandemic. 
Lays out a policy that healthcare facilities must 
follow to allow for patient visitation during a 
pandemic. Sadly, the bill was amended in the final 
hours of session to include restrictions facilities may 
place on access to patients. Passed.

HB22-1278 (Young, Pelton, Lee, Simpson) 
Behavioral Health Administration. 
Creates the Behavioral Health Administration (BHA) 
in the Department of Human Services (DHS). Data 
collection will be coordinated across the system. 
Unfortunately, the bill impacts parental rights by 
lessening the criteria regarding when mental health 
professionals must share information with the 
parents of a minor. Passed.



Donate to help the cause for freedomfreedom  in Colorado!

CHEC.ORG/DONATE

LIFE
HB22-1279 (Froelich, Esgar, Gonzales) 
Reproductive Health Equity Act. 
Creates a fundamental right to abortion in Colorado 
that cannot be denied, restricted, or interfered 
with. In this bill, the baby in the womb is denied 
any rights. Will impact the parental notification law 
currently in statute and could have implications for 
crimes against pregnant women. Passed.

PARENTAL RIGHTS
HB22-1090 (Ransom, Young, Buckner, Smallwood) 
Reasonable Independence for Children. 
Clarifies that a child is not neglected when allowed 
to participate in certain independent activities that a 
reasonable and prudent parent would consider safe 
given the child’s maturity, condition, and abilities. 
CHEC testified on behalf of parental freedom. Passed.

HB22-1231 (Van Beber) Foster Parent Bill of 
Rights. 
Creates certain rights around training, notice, and 
records for foster parents. Passed.

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY
HB22-1269 (Lontine, Hansen) Health-Care Sharing 
Plan Reporting Requirements. 
Requires Health Care Sharing Ministries (HCSMs) 
to report to the Colorado Division of Insurance and 
places burdensome data reporting on them. Passed.

ON THE 2022 BALLOT
The following bills were placed on the 
November 2022 ballot by the legislature.

HB22-1414 (Gonzalez-Guiterrez, Michaelson 
Jenet, Pettersen, Fields) Healthy Meals for all 
Public School Students. 
Creates a program to feed ALL public school 
students. Program costs over $115 million in the 
first year. 

HCR22-1003 (Geitner, Kipp, Bridges, 
Lundeen) Extend Homestead Exemption to 
Gold Star Spouses. 
Extends the property tax exemption for 
surviving spouses of a United States armed 
forces service member who died in the line 
of duty or a veteran who died from a service-
related injury or disease.

HCR22-1006 (Will, Ortiz, Rodriquez, 
Smallwood) Charitable Gaming Constitutional 
Amendment. 
Loosens some of the Constitutional 
requirements for charitable gaming outlined in 
the Colorado Constitution.

CHEC’S COLORADO 
HOMESCHOOL FREEDOM TEAM
diligently watches the bills presented in the 
Colorado Assembly and actively engages in 
protecting the rights of Coloradoans in the areas 
of home education, parental rights,  
and religious liberty. Join the team:

CHEC.ORG/FREEDOM

Subscribe to  
CHEC’s blog to be kept up to date  
during the session with bi-weekly  

legislative updates! 
CHEC.ORG/BLOG

To find more information on these bills, go to the Colorado General Assembly website:  
WWW.LEG.COLORADO.GOV
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Pico (R) Y N N N N N N N N N N Y Y

Ransom (R) Y N N N N N N N N N N Y N

Rich (R) Y N N N N N N N N N N Y Y

Ricks (D) Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Roberts (D) Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Y N N N N N N N N N N Y N

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y E Y

Snyder (D) Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Y N N N N N N N N N N Y N

Sullivan (D) Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Amabile (D)

Baisley (R)

Benavidez (D)

Bernet  (D)

Bockenfeld (R)

Boesenecker (D)

Caraveo (D)

Catlin (R)

Esgar (D)

Froelich (D)

Geitner (R)

Holtorf (R)

Jodeh (D)

Lontne (D)

McCluskie (D)

Michaelson Jenet (D)

Mullica (D)

Pelton (R)

Sandridge (R)

Sirota (D)

Soper (R)


