
Colorado Homeschool Freedom Team
The Colorado Homeschool Freedom Team is a ministry of CHEC which envisions families honoring 
Jesus Christ by embracing home discipleship that is Christ centered, parent led, and free from 
government control.

Colorado General Assembly 
The legislature convened on Wednesday, January 8th for the second regular session of the seventy-
second general assembly. The Colorado Constitution says, “Regular sessions of the general assembly 
shall not exceed one hundred twenty calendar days.” Since this wording was put in the Constitution 
by the citizens of Colorado in 1988, 120 calendar days meant the days were consecutive. On Saturday, 
March 14th, due to the declaration of an emergency by the governor the preceding Wednesday, the 
legislature sent an interrogatory to the Colorado Supreme Court to ask them if calendar days could 
be considered non consecutive during an emergency, and then they promptly recessed until the 
end of May. The Colorado Supreme Court, with a 4-3 vote, issued an opinion that the language was 
ambiguous and could therefore be interpreted as nonconsecutive despite the voters’ clear intent 
outlined in the voter guide of 1988. 

The legislature remained in recess until Tuesday, May 26th and finally adjourned on Monday, June 
15th which was listed as the 84th day of the session.

Bills Called “Slate of Hate” by the Majority Party
Six (HB20-1033, HB20-1063, HB20-1114, HB20-1144, HB20-1272, and HB20-1273) of seven bills heard 
in the House State, Veterans, & Military Affairs Committee on Thursday, February 13th were deemed 
hateful by the seven LGBTQ lawmakers and others in the majority party at a press conference that 
morning. The bills brought would have upheld parental rights and religious liberty in Colorado. 
Instead, Colorado parents, especially Christian parents, should be concerned that their values and 
their rights are being undermined thanks to the majority party’s antagonism towards fundamental 
rights. All the bills were killed after 12 hours of grueling testimony. 

Immunization Bill
In 2019, an immunization bill to change several aspects of immunizations for school entry was 
stopped. This year, a similar bill was brought forth and had made it through half the process before 
the legislature went on recess. Despite the claim that they would only deal with emergency legislation, 
SB20-163 School Entry Immunization was scheduled for a Sunday afternoon committee hearing. 
Thousands in opposition showed up, but only a handful were heard. Unsurprisingly, the bill passed. 
Fortunately, with God’s help, we were able to exclude homeschoolers from the new requirements for 
exemptions. Yet, the bill still gives the Colorado Department of Public Health & Environment (CDPHE) 
increased authority over immunizations and the data they collect which continues to be problematic.

Targeting Homeschoolers
Early in the session, a bill (HB20-1011 Helping Others Manage Early Childhood Act) to educate 
parents on skills needed to enter kindergarten included the targeting of homeschoolers. With some 
common sense persuasion, we were able to get the bill amended to remove the specific language 
around homeschoolers. It was postponed because of the emergency recess and will probably not be 
back next year.

Opposition to home education is heating up across the nation just as more families consider it 
because of the new health requirements in classrooms due to the coronavirus pandemic. If you know 
anyone who is interested in homeschooling, send them to ColoradoHomeschool.com and CHEC.org.

2020 END-OF-SESSION REPORT



SB20-072 Human Sexuality Education 
Notification Requirements (failed)
Would have allowed parents to actually see the 
curriculum being used to teach sexuality to their 
children and give them 90 days’ notice before the 
program begins. Killed on a party-line vote.

SB20-077 Born Alive Child Physician 
Relationship (failed) (See also HB20-1068)
Would have established a relationship between the 
physician and the child as soon as the child is born 
alive. If this bill had passed, a doctor would not be 
able to leave a baby to die. Killed on a party-line vote.

SB20-084 Prohibit Requiring Employee 
Immunization (failed)
Would have forbade an employer from discriminating 
against an employee or prospective employee based on 
their immunization status. Killed on a party-line vote.

SB20-100 Repeal the Death Penalty (passed) 
Eliminates the option of the death penalty in all 
cases. Governor Polis signed this bill into law on 
Monday, March 23rd and commuted the death 
sentence of the three men on death row to life in 
prison without the possibility of parole. 

SB20-163 School Entry Immunization (passed) 
Although we were able to amend this bill to 
exclude homeschoolers from the new exemption 
requirements, this bill is still a huge overreach by the 
government into parental rights and religious liberty. 
Governor signed this bill into law.

SB20-200 Implementation of CO Secure Savings 
Program (passed) 
Creates a new government program to manage 
a retirement savings plan overseen by the state. 
Employers must participate. No Republicans voted 
for this bill.

HB20-1002 College Credit For Work Experience 
(passed) 
Establishes a council to look at awarding college 
credit for work experience. Passed with three 
Republicans voting against: Representatives 
Humphrey, Neville, and Sandridge.

HB20-1031 Replace Columbus Day with New 
State Holiday (passed) 
Replaces Columbus Day with Francis Xavier Cabrini 
day. Party-line vote except for three Democrats who 
voted against this bill: Representatives Buentello, 
Kraft-Tharp, and Donald Valdez.

HB20-1033 Live and Let Live Act (failed)
 Would have kept the government from 
discriminating against people who believe marriage 
is between one man and one woman, and that 
gender is determined by biology at birth. Covered 
several areas of law. Killed on a party-line vote.

HB20-1063 Fundamental Family Rights in 
Colorado (failed) 
Would have supported a parent’s right to direct the 
upbringing, education, and care of their child. Killed 
on a party-line vote.

HB20-1068 Born Alive Child Physician 
Relationship (failed) (See also SB20-077) 
Would have established a relationship between the 
physician and the child as soon as the child is born 
alive. If it had passed, a doctor would not be able to 
leave a baby to die. Killed on a party-line vote.

HB20-1075 Protect Human Life at Conception 
(failed) 
Would have made sure a physician did everything in 
their power to preserve the life of mother and baby. 
Killed on a party-line vote.

HB20-1114 Protect Minors from Mutilation and 
Sterilization (failed) 
Would have made it unlawful for a doctor to provide 
sex reassignment treatment to a minor. This bill 
would have eliminated access to surgical and 
nonsurgical (hormone therapies) procedures for the 
purpose of facilitating sex reassignment. Killed on a 
party-line vote.

HB20-1144 Parent’s Bill of Rights (failed) 
Would have protected the rights of parents to make 
decisions regarding the upbringing, education, and 
health care of their children. Killed on a party-line vote.

BLUE: Bills watched for their impact 
on families.

GREEN: Positive bills worked on to 
protect families and religious liberty.

RED: Negative bills worked against to 
protect families and religious liberty.

Color 
Legend

The bills in this report reflect the furtherance of an agenda that increases government control over 
almost every area of your life. 

CHEC did not take a position on all of these bills. They are listed here for your information. If you have 
any questions, please reach out to CHEC’s Legislative Liaison Carolyn Martin at carolyn@chec.org.



HB20-1153 CO Partnership for Quality Jobs & 
Services (passed) 
Establishes a way for public employees to unionize. 
Passed along party lines.

HB20-1158 Insurance Cover Infertility Diagnosis 
Treatment Preserve: (passes) 
Mandates insurance companies to cover infertility 
procedures. Only six  Republicans voted for this bill: 
Senators Coram and Crowder, and Representatives 
Baisley, Landgraf, Soper and VanWinkle.

HB20-1239 Consumer Protections Concerning 
Vaccinations (failed) 
Would have made sure parents are fully informed 
of the risks before consenting to a vaccine. Also, 
would have mandated that doctors report adverse 
reactions. Killed on a party-line vote.

HB20-1272 Colorado Natural Marriage & 
Adoption Act (failed)
 Would have allowed only marriages that are 
between a man and a woman to be recognized by 
Colorado (as stated in the CO Constitution). It would 
also have impacted adoptions within the state of 
Colorado. Killed on a party-line vote.

HB20-1273 Equality & Fairness in Youth Sports 
Act (failed) 
Would have allowed only females determined 
by biological indicators to participate in sports 
designated for girls in the 6th through 12th grades. 
Killed on a party-line vote of 6-3.

HB20-1287 Colorado Rights Act (failed) 
Would have allowed CO citizens to sue state actors 
when their state Constitutional rights are violated. 
Sponsor pulled the bill in committee.

HB20-1297 Immunization Status & Child Abuse 
Neglect (passed) 
Protects parents against unwarranted CPS 
investigations because of a child’s immunization 
status or whether they have opted-out of the 
state database. Two Democrats voted against: 
Representatives Buentello and A. Valdez.

Bills Postponed Due to Shortened Session
Most of these bills will be back in 2021

SB20-156 Protecting Preventative Health Care 
Coverage: (postponed) 
Would have expanded the list of mandates insurance 
companies must cover including procedures like 
abortions under family planning. Would have allowed 
a minor to consent to preventive measures (Heb B & 
HPV vaccine) and any medications to treat sexually 
transmitted infections with no need for parental 
consent or notification. Postponed indefinitely 
because of its $1M price tag.

HB20-1006 Early Childhood Mental Health 
Consultants: (postponed) 
Would have charged the Department of Human 
Services (DHS) with expanding their programs across 
the state to support mental health for children from 
prenatal to eight years old in a variety of settings. 
Passed out of committee on a party-line vote.

HB20-1008 Health Care Cost-Sharing Consumer 
Protections: (postponed)
This bill seeks to stop health sharing ministries from 
offering their services during the open enrollment 
of insurance companies. It also would force these 
ministries to share their financials, their internal 
practices, and much more with the government. The 
bill was amended and passed through the committee 
on a party-line vote.

HB20-1011 Helping Others Manage Early 
Childhood Act: (postponed) 
Would have directed DHS to contract with an outside 
company to provide a state-wide public awareness 
campaign around early childhood education. 
Representative Wilson kept his word and amended 
the bill to remove specific language around home 
educating families! 

HB20-1105 Colorado TRAILS System 
Requirements: (postponed) 
Would have prohibited the DHS from putting 
families suspected of abuse or neglect into their 
tracking system without notice and a hearing.

HB20-1147 Reasonable Independence for 
Children’s Activities: (postponed) 
Would have kept parents from being charged with 
neglect if they allowed their children reasonable 
independence. Passed the House with bipartisan support.

BLUE: Bills watched for their impact 
on families.

GREEN: Positive bills worked on to 
protect families and religious liberty.

RED: Negative bills worked against to 
protect families and religious liberty.

Color 
Legend



Donate to help the cause for freedomfreedom  in Colorado!

CHEC.ORG/DONATE

HB20-1149 16-year-olds Voting in School District 
Elections: (postponed) 
Would have allowed 16-year-olds to vote in school 
board elections. Opens the door for them to vote in 
other elections. Passed out of committee on a party-
line vote.

HB20-1292 Uniform Parentage Act: (postponed) 
Seeks to totally rewrite the language around 
parentage in statute. 

HB20-1355 Secure Storage of Firearms: (postponed) 
Seeks to set new standards for securing firearms. 

HB20-1356 Lost or Stolen Firearms: (postponed) 
Seeks to require reporting a stolen or lost firearm 
within 48 hours.

Bills Introduced After the Emergency 
Declared
SB20-204 Additional Resources to Protect Air 
Quality (passed) 
Creates a new government enterprise to manage the 
over $1M to $5M in fees collected. (Note: Fees collected 
by enterprises are not subject to TABOR.) Senator 
Priola was the only Republican voting for this bill.

SB20-205 Sick Leave for Employees (passed) 
Mandates certain employers to accrue sick leave 
days to be used during a health emergency. Of note: 
Representative Benavidez voted no; Senator Priola 
voted yes. Otherwise, the vote was along party lines.

SB20-215 Health Insurance Affordability 
Enterprise (passed) 
The summary says this government-run enterprise 
will “provide services” to insurance carriers and 
hospitals for a “fee”. The fee imposed will impact 
insurance rates. (Note: Fees collected by enterprises 
are not subject to TABOR.) Republicans voting for: 
Senators Coram and Crowder. Democrat voting 
against: Representative Kraft-Tharp.

SB20-217 Enhance Law Enforcement Integrity 
(passed) 
This bill was introduced after the protests erupted at 
the Capitol and quickly passed through the process. 
It attempts to put in place policies and procedures 
to increase law enforcement officers’ accountability. 
Republican Senators Scott & Sonnenberg voted 
against this bill, while Representatives Catlin, 
Champion, Geitner, Holtorf, Humphrey, Landgraf, 
Neville, Ransom, Rich, VanWinkle and Wilson voted 
for the bill.

SB20-218 CDPHE Hazardous Substances 
Response (passed)
Imposes a fee on all manufacturers of fuel products 
in CO or companies who distribute fuel in CO. The 
fee will be used to mitigate PFAS. The science is 
not settled on whether these chemicals pose a 
serious harm. Party line vote except the following 
Republicans voted for the bill: Senator Priola and 
Representatives Bockenfeld, McKean and Will.

CHEC’S COLORADO 
HOMESCHOOL FREEDOM TEAM
diligently watches the bills presented in the 
Colorado Assembly and actively engages in 
protecting the rights of Coloradoans in the areas 
of home education, parental rights,  
and religious liberty. Join the team:

CHEC.ORG/FREEDOM

Subscribe to  
CHEC’s blog to be kept up to date  

during the session with bi-weekly  

legislative updates! 

CHEC.ORG/BLOG

To find more information on these bills, go to the Colorado General Assembly website:  
WWW.LEG.COLORADO.GOV
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